
Rise of the Luddites

News blurb:  A Waymo car went up in flames in San Francisco's Chinatown after a crowd surrounded it, scrawled graffiti, smashed windows and then threw a firework inside the driverless vehicle in the middle of a crowded street Saturday night.

Now, I’m not really certain a driverless taxi cab qualifies as a cyborg or a robot, but it definitely has similarities.  But I’m willing to celebrate the good folks of San Francisco for what no doubt will be the opening salvo against the coming Android Apocalypse.  Admittedly the cab wasn't armed with defensive weaponry which will be required gear in the near future.  And eventually the robo-cars will outfit with offensive firepower.  Start with tasers, tear gas, work up to more lethal strategies if required.

Right now, though, the AI assisted automobile has few defenses, making it a prime target for anti-android citizens.  Start with destroying a wheeled droid and move on to whatever iteration the Silicon Tech Boyz inflict on a fairly clueless society whose members mostly trust the puerile billionaires to act in humanity’s best interest.  Sure.  If you define humanity as themselves….

The Luddites of the early 1800’s battled the industrialization of their weaving guilds by smashing the mechanical looms in burgeoning factories.  Didn’t take long to squash that revolt … and it won’t take long to round up these modern technophobes either.  But it does strike a blow against the empire, does it not?  A small spark that might ignite a revolution.  The bots are coming and the android evolution will be like nothing the old Luddites could ever have imagined.  First the machines will replace jobs, then they’ll replace us.  Probably why the Silicon Valley geniuses are building vast underground  bunkers and stocking them with caviar and champagne.  They plan to be the last ones standing.  Which might be true, but only for a very short time.  Their inventions aren’t going to be calling them Daddy when they come calling one last time.
